Material and Methods
24 children aged between 4 and 14 years and suffering from rheumatoid arthritis were included in this study. Eight of them were 7 years old or less. As controls we used thirty patients with rheumatoid arthritis between the ages of 18 and 51, of whom eight were over 40 and only one was under 20 years old. In each group 95 affected joints (190 altogether) were carefully analysed regarding pain. Only the wrists, elbows, knees, and ankles were taken into account (Table I) . There are differences in the pain experienced in various joints. In those with a small joint cavity and a complex of anatomy intense pain is experienced in movement in extreme positions. The wrists, ankles, and elbows are joints of this kind, and in them there was no difference between children and adults. A clear-cut difference was found on palpation and on "loading" the joint. In the elbow, however, the loading mechanism was not used correctly, and the results are thus indecisive.
The number of patients was too small to determine whether the children's ages had any effect on the amount of pain experienced.
Discussion
The results tend to support the observation that children suffering from rheumatoid arthritis suffer less discomfort in the affected joints than adults.
If the concept of the two mechanisms involved in the phenomenon of pain is accepted as a hypothesis, these results can be easily explained. The physical phenomenon of pain, mediated through nervous connexions, is developed during pre-natal life and is ready to serve at the very first moment of life. The psychical component develops later during life and is by no means constant, being a very complex, changeable manifestation of mental life (Hardy, Wolff, and Goodell, 1952) . The reactions of children to pain may thus differ from that of adults, because of the different stage of mental development.
If this concept is accepted, the significance of pain in rheumatoid arthritis can be better understood and evaluated, and this may influence the treatment of pain and evaluation of disability in rheumatoid arthritis. Summary A comparative study has been made of the pain experienced in the affected joints of juvenile and adult patients suffering from rheumatoid arthritis. 95 corresponding joints in each group of patients were studied, as regards pain on movement of the joint in extreme positions, pain on palpation, and pain on using the joint and weight bearing.
The results tend to confirm the observation that children suffer less discomfort from joints affected by rheumatoid arthritis than adults, because children react differently to pain. REFERENCE Hardy, J. D., Wolff, H. G., Goodell, H. (1952 
